
California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Charles Ellis, Councilmember 
City of Coachella 

November 20, 1986 

c/o Coachella valley Insurance Service, Inc. 
P.O. Box 815 
Coachella, CA 92236 

Dear Councilmember Ellis: 

Re: Your Request for Informal 
Assistance 
Our File No. I-86-303 

You have written stating the following question for our 
consideration. 

QUESTION 

Do the conflict of interest provisions of the Political 
Reform Act prevent renewal or extension of your office's lease 
of property located within Coachella Redevelopment Project #17 

CONCLUSION 

The Political Reform Act does not prevent renewal or 
extension of your office lease. However, you should confer 
with your redevelopment agency counselor city attorney for a 
clarification of the provisions of Health and Safety Code 
Section 33130. 

FACTS 

You are a member of the Coachella City Council and, hence, 
of its Redevelopment Agency Board. You have an insurance 
office which leases its space within coachella Redevelopment 
Project #1. You have several years to go on the lease, but 
wish to know whether you can extend or renew the lease in light 
of your positions on the Council and the Redevelopment Agency. 
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ANALYSIS 

The Political Reform Act (the "Act").!! provides that no 
public official shall make, participate in making or attempt to 
use his official position to influence any governmental 
decision in which he or she has a financial interest. (Section 
87100.) Consequently, you may not participate in any way in 
any decision by either the Councilor the Agency which will 
have a reasonably foreseeable material financial effect upon 
your leasehold interest or upon your insurance agency or any 
source of income to you through your insurance agency.~ For 
specific advice regarding any such future decision, please do 
not hesitate to contact this office. 

Your letter more directly questions whether particular 
actions you may take as a private businessman, as opposed to 
actions taken as a public official, would constitute a conflict 
of interest under the Act. The Act does not govern private 
activities, only participation in governmental decisions. The 
question which you pose is more appropriately addressed by the 
conflict of interest provisions of redevelopment law, 
specifically Health and Safety Code Section 33130 (copy 
enclosed). 

We urge that you consult with your city attorney, 
redevelopment agency counsel, or your private attorney for 
advice on provisions of redevelopment law. 

For questions regarding the provisions of the Act, I may be 
reached at (916) 322-5901. 

REL:plh 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

~' t / . ~/~. i' ) 
DUl /~- & ·ct.c~ " -~~)~. 

By: . Robert E. eidigh ' 
Staff C' unsel, p'al Division 

.!! Government Code Sections 81000-91015. All statutory 
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise 
indicated. 

~ See, Sections 82030{a), 87100 and 87103. 
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§ 33123 
Note ·1 
Ihe public health, safely. or .. elfare, but mighl co""isl of an 
.......... and. thu.~, 10 elt""t ordinance purported to modify 
or amend redevelopment plan previously adopled pUflluanl 

HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 

to community de~eIop~1 law, It would have to fail IU an 
impr"""r am""dm""t 10 redevelopment plan. Kehoe v . 
City of Berkdey (1977) 135 CaLRp«r. 700. 117 CA.3d 6M~ 

§ 33124. Repealed by Stats:1982,.c., 497, ~. 2200, § 124., operativeJuly 1,1983, 

Law 'Revision Commission Comment 
19.82 Repeal 

, Fonner SCIltion .33124 i.t not continued. Property of • 
redevelopment lII!ency_ public entity-i. not IUbj\!ct to 
""forcem""t of a money judgment See Code Ciy. Pro<:. 

§ 33125.5. Proceeding of meetingll; record 

6 69$.OSO; Gov't Code§ 970.1. See aOO Cod. Civ.PrO<:. 
j 481.020 (ellOmp«ions from attachmentl (IS CaI.L.Rev, 
Comm. Reports 200 II. 

An agency shall keep a record of the proceedings of its meetings and 'those records shall be open to 
examination by the public to the extent required by law. 

(Amended by Stats.1977, c. 797, p. 2443, § 4.) 

1971 Ameadm.ftt. Added prOVIsion for public cumina- Severability of provisions of Stal •. 1'I77. c. 797 • ..,., note 
non. under § 33080. 

§ 33130. Conflicts of interest; acquiring Interest to participate as owner or to reenter bUlliness; 
certain rental agreements or property leases not property Interetltts under this section 

!!!.l No agency or community officer or employee who in the course of his or her duties is re(luired 
to participate in the formulation ofl or to approve plans or policies forl the redevelopment of a project 
area shall acquire any interest in any property included within a project area within the community. 
If any such officer or employee owns or has any direct or indirect financial interest in • • • property 
included within a project area, that officer or emplovee shall immediately make a written disclosure 
of that financial interest to the agency and the legislative body and the disclosure shall be entered on 
the minutes of the agency and the legislative body. Failure to make the disclosure required by this 
subdivision constitutes misconduct in office. 

(b) Subdivision (a) does not prohibit any agency or community officer or employee from acquiring 
an interest in property within .the project area for the purpose of participating as an owner or 
reentering into business pursuant to this part if that ~ • • officer or employee ha. .. owned a 
substantially equal interest as that being acquirea for the three years immediately preceding the 
selection of the project area.' 

1983 Lea!.latlon. 

Application of this section to the City of Coalinga when 
adopting or amending redevelopment plans within the city 
aDd wba> i.t.wing bondt; 10.. fiOlUl<:e multifamily rental bous
jl1B. .-. note under 6 333Ol. 

1985 AIIIIenCInIent. Rewrole the lint pulJniph which 
had rud~' 

"No lII!01ICy or community officer or employee who in the 
coune of his duties 18 required to participOlte in the rormula· 
tion of or to approve plans or policieo for the redevelopment 
of a project area shall acquire any inter .. t in any proJl"rty 
included within a pi'ojecl atea 'within the community. If 
any luch otT'teer or em",lo),,, ownl or has any' direct or ' 
illdir«t financial ;"t_1 insueh p~y, he mall immedi· 
ately make a Millen disclosurr of it to the agency and the . 

Underllne1ndlcatft chart9.. or addItfOritJ by amendment 
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Post Office Box 815 • Coachella, CA 92236 

, 1 

Sacramento, 
9581't 

Gentlemen 

Council of Coachella, California, 
would your on on the 

I have been in business on Sixth Street for years. 
I lease (for the seven 

within two of my very first location. 

We have 
in the 

on our current lease, At different times 
been in casual to leased 

• but never 
lease we had, 

serious about it due to the comfort of the 

Since are now located in 
I abstaind from 
the idea of 

not extend my lease, 
was 

# , which 
have abandoned 

However, to someone in your oHice a of months ago and was 
told that my advice was not accurate and that the lease 
may not be a conflict of interest due to my 

would your on this matter as it is 
tant to the future of my business to have the to continue at this 
location when the> current lease 

thanks for your 

398 6TH ST., COACHELLA, CA 
(51 9) 398-01 75 



California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

November 3, 1986 

Charles Ellis 
Coachella Valley Insurance Service, Inc. 
P.O. Box 615 
Coachella, CA 92236 

Re: 86-303 

Dear Mr. Ellis: 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act was received on October 30, 1986 by the Fair Political 
Practices Commission. If you have any questions about your 
advice request, you may contact Robert E. Leidigh, an attorney 
in the Legal Division, directly at (916) 322-5901. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or more information is needed, you should expect a response 
within 21 working days. 

DMG:plh 

Very truly yours, 

C. }. .'}/h 
f--..P (>-/l·~j· 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 
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